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Joseph Meredith Pugh 


Joseph Meredith Pugh was born 
in Port Deposit, Maryland, on 
September 18, 1871. 

His early education was begun in 
public and private schools of his 
native state and continued in 
Swarthmore Preparatory School 
and Swarthmore College. He was 
a member of the football team 
while in college. 

On leaving college, he secured a 
position with a manufacturing firm 
where he remained for a short time. 
In October, 1892, he joined the 
staff of Heins, Whelen, Lybrand & 
Co., Philadelphia, public account- 
ants and auditors, and continued 
with this firm and its successor, 
Heins, Lybrand & Co., until the 
formation of the firm of Lybrand, 
Ross Bros. & Montgomery on 
January 1, 1898. John Heins de- 
sired to retain his services, but Mr. 
Pugh decided to go with the new 
firm, the members of which were all 
his close friends. 

When Mr. Pugh began his career 
in public accountancy, the pro- 
fession as an organized body was 
in its infancy. The American Asso- 
ciation of Public Accountants had 
been formed in 1887, but was not 
a very active body, and the Penn- 
sylvania Association of Public Ac- 


countants had not yet come into 
being. His experience, therefore, 
coincided with the period of the 
development of the profession to 
its present-day position as an im- 
portant unit in the nation’s indus- 
trial and financial life. 

As the senior member of the staff 
of his new firm and later as a 
partner, Mr. Pugh was entrusted 
with the supervision of many im- 
portant engagements, one such 
being the devising and installing of 
a system of accounts for the Alien 
Property Custodian of World War I 
and the subsequent audit of its 
accounts. Notwithstanding a very 
arduous daily program, he made 
plans to prepare for the examina- 
tion of the State Board so that he 
might secure his certificate as a 
Certified Public Accountant. The 
scope of the examinations had not 
then been fully standardized, and 
literature dealing with the various 
subjects was not as abundant as at 
present. He passed the examination 
and on January 4, 1904, received 
Pennsylvania certificate No. 49. 
Later he acquired certificates in the 
states of Michigan, New Jersey, 
New York, Ohio, Illinois, California, 
Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky and 
Georgia. 
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He was admitted to partnership 
in 1904 and continued in this rela- 
tionship until his death. 

Mr. Pugh took an active interest 
in the work of the Pennsylvania 
Institute of Certified Public Ac- 
countants, which he joined on 
January 17, 1905. He served as its 
secretary, 1908-1910, and as its 
president, 1917-1919. 

He also kept in touch with the 
activities of the national body of 
which he became a member in 1905. 
He was a member at various times 
of the Committees on Publication, 
Nominations and By-Laws. 

He also held memberships in the 
state Societies of New York, Cali- 
fornia and Ohio, and in the National 
Association of Cost Accountants. 

In 1919, he was appointed to the 
Pennsylvania State Board of 
Examiners of Public Accountants 
by Governor William C. Sproul, and 
served on the Board until 1931. 
During his term he held the offices 
of Secretary, Fiscal Agent (or 
Treasurer), Vice-Chairman and 
Chairman. 

Mr. Pugh was married to Mary 
Booth Janvier on November 11, 
1896, in Wilmington, Delaware. 
Their children, all of whom survive 


them, are Joseph Janvier, Charles 
Edmund, and Elizabeth Kline, now 
Mrs. John W. Dudley. Mrs. Pugh 
died August 26, 1928. On Novem- 
ber 20, 1929, Mr. Pugh married 
Eleanor Frances Dryden, who also 
survives him. 

Mr. Pugh was fond of outdoor 
life. He was a member of Merion 
Golf Club and played the game for 
many years. His summer home, 
“The Beeches”, on Peach Blossom 
Creek near Easton, Maryland, is 
ideally situated in this respect, as 
the golf course adjoins the property 
and the Creek affords easy access 
to Chesapeake Bay by boat so that 
he was able to gratify his love for 
the water also, and to spend many 
happy hours on his 42-foot ELCO 
Cruiser. 

His other clubs were Merion 
Cricket Club, The Union League of 
Philadelphia, The Midday Club and 
the Chesapeake Bay Yacht Club. 

Mr. Pugh died in his sleep on 
May 28, 1952. His funeral was held 
at his home on Golf House Road, 
Haverford, Pa., and his body was 
laid to rest with those of his an- 
cestors and relatives in Friends 
Southwestern Burial Ground, Upper 
Darby, Pa. 
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Tributes by Partners 


A sad call came to me early in the 
morning of May 28. My dear 
friend and partner, Joseph M. 
Pugh, had passed away. I could 
hardly believe it. He had always 
seemed so robust that, even at his 
age, one expected a continuance of 
that happy and useful life he had 
enjoyed. 

For him I always had a deep 
affection. We had been associated 
practically all of his professional life 
after he graduated from college. 
When we organized our firm in 1898 
he came with us, and in a few years 
was made a partner. During all the 
years that followed he was an active 
participant in the growth of our 
firm and in the various public ac- 
counting organizations which were 
in their infancy when our firm was 
formed. 

He will be greatly missed by all 
of us. Elsewhere will be found the 
story of his life, but I want to pay 
here a tribute of affection to a loyal 
member of our partnership family, 
beloved by all, whose genial 
presence always added to the en- 
joyment of our firm conferences. 


WILLIAM M. LYBRAND. 


In the death of Joseph M. Pugh, 
I have lost one who was not only 
a professional associate for nearly 
sixty years, but also a very dear 





friend. From the time we first met, 
our professional and social relations 
have been on a very intimate basis, 
and his departure has left a gap in 
my life that will remain unfilled. 

Memories of days of toil together, 
especially in our younger years, 
which often stretched on till mid- 
night and later, in order to get a 
task completed on time, come flood- 
ing back to me, and recollections of 
days of travel to many distant 
points in the course of our work. 
Through all the stress and strain of 
our daily activities our friendship 
never faltered, but instead became 
more firmly established. 

Apart from our work, our social 
relations were of a very definite and 
happy nature, for Joseph was one 
whom it was easy to love. We had 
many a joyous contest on the golf 
course, and the fact that I was 
usually the victim in no way dims 
the pleasant recollection of those 
times. 

He was no fair weather friend 
who valued his friends only as long 
as they were of advantage to him, 
but he was a friend in adversity as 
well as in prosperity. The Wise 
Man of old has written “A friend 
loveth at all times and a brother is 
born for adversity’. Joseph was 
that kind of a friend. While life 
lasts, his memory will be cherished. 


T. EDWARD Ross. 
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My mother and Joe’s mother 
were sisters and dear friends. My 
aunt owned a large home in Port 
Deposit, Maryland, on the Sus- 
quehanna River. 

My aunt was a distinguished 
hostess. My visits to Port Deposit, 
winter or summer, were the high 
spots of my boyhood. 

Joe attended Swarthmore Col- 
lege. I went to work and thus got 
a jump on Joe in the accounting 
profession. When our firm was or- 
ganized, we were overstaffed in 
partners and understaffed in staff. 
Joe was the sole staff! Soon he was 
a partner. 

During our early years, Joe and 
I travelled thousands of miles, 
sometimes under highly primitive 
conditions (by present day 
standards). Once we bunked in a 
factory and drank muddy Missis- 
sippi water. But we got along fine. 

Joe was a fine athlete, a good 
scholar and one of the most popular 
boys and men I have ever known. 

For over seventy years he was my 
dear friend and companion. 

I am not ashamed of the tears I 
am shedding when I write this. 


ROBERT H. MONTGOMERY. 


The passing of Joe Pugh awakens 
the memories of many years of 
happy association with him. In 
the more than forty years I had 
that privilege, he lived by personal 
standards that constituted guides 
for those with whom he came in 


contact. His kindness and tolerance 
toward the shortcomings of others 
commanded their respect and ad- 
miration, and his warm human 
interest in associates and friends 
endeared him to all those fortunate 
to have known him. He enjoyed 
living for the bright tomorrows that 
would offset the trials of the day. 

His professional attainments, per- 
sonal traits and charm are known 
well by his partners, associates and 
friends. 

My deep regard for him I cannot 
adequately express. He did much 
for me and I am most grateful that 
it was my good fortune to have the 
benefit of the guidance and fellow- 
ship of so fine a personality and be- 
loved friend, the memory of which 
will always remain with me. 


JOHN Hoop, Jr. 





Many years of association as 
partners in a professional activity 
such as we pursue affords a par- 
ticularly trustworthy basis for solid 
understandings and for the develop- 
ment of true lasting friendships. In 
looking back over the years it seems 
that even prior to my admittance to 
the firm, almost twenty-five years 
ago, I was the beneficiary of the 
friendliness of Joe Pugh, a friendli- 
ness which I greatly cherished and 
which served to fortify me to meet 
the problems of the times. 

Joe Pugh, despite the numerous 
tasks he undertook for the Pennsyl- 
vania Institute, in which he had 
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great pride, did not permit his many 
duties and responsibilities to dim 
his enjoyment of his work or deny 
him the pleasure he found in being 
with his partners and other asso- 
ciates within the organization. He 
was a constant source of encourage- 
ment and had a tremendous ca- 
pacity for easing the problems of 
the day not alone by wise counsel 
but by bringing to our deliberations 
the warmth of his genial personality. 

It is said the brighter the sun the 
deeper the shadow. His passing has 
cast a deep shadow upon us. 


PRIOR SINCLAIR. 





It was mighty pleasant to be 
around “J. M.” His dominant 
characteristic was a genuine warm- 
heartedness, as is stressed in these 
written tributes and voiced by 
others who knew him. He liked 
people and he liked life. 

To review my association with 
Joseph Pugh is, in a sense, to re- 
view my Own span as an accountant. 

On the days when I had occasions 
to take up drafts of reports with 
him, invariably there would first be 
a brief visiting period, during which, 
frequently we would “do” some 
family party he had attended the 
night before, the delicious ice cream 
and cake that had been served, and 
the large amount he had consumed. 
Then, energetically puffing on his 
enormous pipe, and with the ever- 
present “‘white copies” before him, 
he would be ready for serious work. 





There come vivid memories of 
golf outings—with Mr. Pugh wav- 
ing a golf club as if it were a mere 
piggy-stick. And to good purpose, 
too, for “J. M.” was a good golfer. 
To be in his foursome was fun, you 
were subjected to so much good- 
natured teasing. 

Uncle Joe, as he was fondly 
known to the Philadelphia staff, 
weighed over 300 pounds in his 
prime—he was a big man, in all 
ways. His kindness and sincerity 
were evident even in the most de- 
manding periods of his professional 
life. He was a friendly man and 
engendered lasting affection. 

In his passing, Joseph Pugh left 
not only a fine family, but also a 
host of friends who appreciated him 
as a very warm and very human 
person. I list myself as one of those 
friends. His huge black swivel 
chair now seems so very empty. 


GEORGE A. HEWITT. 


Mr. Pugh was a large and kindly 
man. He was generously built both 
in body and spirit, and the aura of 
friendliness and good fellowship 
which surrounded him was shared 
by friends and acquaintances alike. 
In the nearly forty years of our 
acquaintance I never saw him lose 
his temper, nor did I ever hear him 
utter an unkind word to or about 
anyone. That he had a host of good 
friends, many dating back to his 
early school days, is easy to under- 
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stand as he never failed to give con- 
sideration to anyone. 

I shall always remember the best 
Christmas I ever spent. I was at 
my home in the country shortly 
before Christmas when I received 
the following telegram: ‘‘Congratu- 
lations! You passed both Account- 
ing and Law” (signed J. M. P., 
who was on the State Board of 
Examiners at that time). That is 
only one of the many instances of 
his thoughtfulness that I could cite. 
I don’t believe that he ever lost an 
opportunity to bring happiness to 
others. 

Before the last World War, it 
was my special privilege to spend 
from four to eight months for 
several years with Charles (J. M.’s 
younger son) and his wife, Dorothy. 
Without fuss or self-consciousness, 
I was absorbed into the family and 
shared in the happiness and tran- 
quility that was characteristic of 
both Charles’ and his father’s 
households. My stays with Charles 
and Dorothy (““Chick” and “Dot” 
to their many friends) have been 
the happiest days of my life. Each 
passing month my admiration and 
affection for both the older and 
younger Pughs became stronger and 
made me realize how very fortunate 
I was to have found such warm- 
hearted and sincere friends. 

The members of the family were 
devoted to each other—which is not 
unusual, but everyone who lived 
with or worked for the Pughs had 
a unique spot in their thoughts and 


plans—which 7s most unusual. This 
personal consideration of each in- 
dividual was rewarded by gratitude 
and devoted service, and J. M.’s 
death was a loss felt almost as 
keenly by those who served him as 
by his immediate family. 

We of the Philadelphia organiza- 
tion who were used to his casual, 
friendly visits to our individual 
rooms feel his absence keenly. And 
because I felt so close to him and 
his family, I miss him greatly and 
share with the family their deep 
sorrow. 

GEORGE R. DRABENSTADT. 





I was saddened when I learned of 
the unexpected death of my friend 
and partner Joseph M. Pugh. The 
first day I commenced working for 
the firm in 1916 was a memorable 
one forme. That day I was assigned 
an ordinary piece of work and took 
an excessive amount of time to do 
it with the result that Mr. Pugh 
very properly pointed out that I 
should have completed the work in 
a shorter time. Ever since that 
time we were very good friends and 
I learned much through his wise 
counsel. 

Mr. Pugh was a very good ac- 
countant, enjoyed life, had a genial 
personality and a host of friends. 
It is difficult to realize that he has 
gone from us but his memory will 
be cherished by many with whom 
he came in contact during his long 
and active life. 

CLARENCE R. HAAs. 
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In the more than thirty years I 
have been associated with our firm, 
it was my privilege to have many 
discussions with Mr. Pugh upon 
both professional and general sub- 
jects. He was always cordial and 
helpful and gave unsparingly of his 
time. He will be missed very much 
by all of us. 


HARRY H. STEINMEYER. 


There was a genuineness about 
“J. M.”’ which was inescapable. 
Perhaps his genuineness might 
better be described as irrepressible, 
because it was so uniformly evident 
in his words and actions. I don’t 
believe I have ever met a man who 
could so constantly maintain an 
even temperament and sense of 
humor. Many of us could adopt 
his manner and characteristics as 
our own with profit to ourselves and 
others. In his passing, we have lost 
a sympathetic, cheerful and kindly 
friend and co-worker. 

To know “J. M.”’ was so easy, he 
was so readily approachable; to 
continue him and his traits in our 
memories will be just as easy. 


GLENN O. PETTY. 





It is my good fortune to have 
known Mr. Pugh for more than 
twenty years. Although my con- 
tacts with him were not as frequent 
as might have been, I was always 
highly impressed by his good humor, 


geniality and thoughtfulness. We 
shall deeply miss this pioneer of our 
firm and his valuable contribution 
to our profession. 


GUSTAVE F. SCHWEITZER. 





It is difficult to present a word 
portrayal of Mr. Pugh’s warm, 
generous nature and his goodness 
of heart. My affection for him was 
kindled at our first meeting a dozen 
years ago. His affable, friendly 
manner suggested the presence of 
lovable, admirable inner qualities. 
Long friendship further endeared 
him to me by confirming the 
genuineness of his friendly manner 
and the existence of these fine 
qualities. 

The great loss I felt upon “‘Uncle 
Joe’s’’ passing was softened only by 
the knowledge that his life was long 
and full; it was joyful (indeed how 
could one of such generous nature 
be unhappy); and that death, 
coming as it did, was but a qui- 
escent surrender to the will of his 
Maker. 


JAMES J. MAHON, JR. 


It was a great sorrow to all of his 
associates to learn of the sudden 
passing of Joseph M. Pugh. Not 
having the pleasure of working in 
the same office with him, I always 
looked forward with especial antici- 
pation to our meetings. His remi- 
niscences of the early days of the 
firm, told in his inimitable style, 
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were a never ending source of 
pleasure and entertainment to all 
of us. 

Joseph Pugh, in my opinion, 
typified the finest sort of American 
citizen. He was a man of high 
moral principles, a fine family man, 
an excellent professional executive 
and a splendid companion and 
fellow citizen. 


H. HILTON DUMBRILLE. 


It is quite impossible for me to 
explain all that Joe Pugh meant 
to me. 

No one could define his contribu- 
tion to the feeling of friendliness 
and unity which affected partners 
and staff alike. I know because 
when I burst into the ranks of our 
Firm, then a small and closely knit 
group, it was Joe’s welcome which 
cheered and encouraged me. 

And through all our phenomenal 
growth the newcomers were met 
with the same friendliness. 

In the early days of Firm meet- 
ings, often stilted and wearying, 
Joe would utter a humorous and 
timely remark which dispelled the 
tedium and cheered and aroused us. 

It was a great shock to us all to 
lose this thoroughly human and 
beloved friend. To his family his 
death must be an even greater 
tragedy. To them and to his part- 
ners of sixty years, go our heartfelt 
sympathies. 


CARL T. KELLER. 


A sincere geniality which evoked 
the affection of all who knew him 
was Joe Pugh’s outstanding quality. 
In the twenty-five years since he 
first showed me the warm hospi- 
tality of his lovely Haverford home, 
his genuine interest in each of his 
associates has been ever manifest. 
We in Boston have been happy at 
his frequent visits en route to the 
New England hills which he en- 
joyed so much. The human touch 
which he brought to every relation- 
ship, business and social, will be 
missed at our future gatherings, 
but long remembered. 


DONALD P. PERRY. 


I can still vividly recall my first 
meeting with Joe Pugh when, in 
1916, I became an employee of the 
firm in Philadelphia. The high 
qualities of mind and heart which 
endeared him to all of us were 
immediately self-evident. Al- 
though in that office but a short 
time, I quickly learned to appre- 
ciate his outstanding ability and 
sincere devotion to the firm’s 
affairs. 

I had the good fortune to follow 
him as a member of the State Board 
for the Examination of C.P.A.’s, 
on which he served for many, 
many years, and his guidance and 
help were invaluable. 

Jovial and with a disarming 
sense of humor, it was a delight 
to be with him. Small wonder that 
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his circle of friends was so much 
wider than most of us have the 
good fortune to enjoy. His recollec- 
tions of experiences on assignments 
in the early years of the firm were 
priceless. 

All of us will miss Joe Pugh. 


WILLIAM F. MARSH. 


I had the privilege of working 
closely with Mr. Pugh in the 
Philadelphia office for fifteen years, 
from 1919 to 1934. His advice to 
me on report-writing and his side- 
comments on accounting matters 
and general living will always stay 
with me. Ever since then, it has 
been a great pleasure to clasp his 
hand, receive his hearty greeting 
and particularly to sit with him 
and listen to his stories and remi- 
niscences at our firm and partners’ 
meetings. 

Mr. Pugh made friends wherever 
he went. He was widely-known, 
and loved and respected by all. 
He was an ambassador of good will 
for our firm and was always zealous 
to enhance our services to clients 
and our reputation. He contributed 
generously to the public accounting 
profession by his interest and ac- 
tivity in the Pennsylvania Institute 
and by his services on the Penn- 
sylvania Board of Examiners. His 
passing is a great loss to everyone 
who knew him. 


DONALD M. RUSSELL. 


So many fine things can be said 
of Mr. Pugh that it is difficult to 
express one’s feelings in a few 
words. He had a personality which 
made people feel at ease upon first 
meeting him and his friendly and 
gracious attitude was apparent at 
all times. 

I have known Mr. Pugh for 
thirty-five years and on many 
occasions, his counsel and guidance 
were of great assistance to me. 
During the period of Mr. Adam 
Ross’ illness, Mr. Pugh took care 
of a considerable volume of addi- 
tional work but, despite the pres- 
sure, his friendly spirit continued 
in evidence. 

Mr. Pugh’s life was a full one. 
He had an unusually large circle of 
friends and I believe everyone will 
agree that his laugh was infectious. 
In one instance during the middle 
1920’s, I was working on an engage- 
ment and Mr. Pugh dropped in to 
inquire as to the progress of the 
work. I recall that I was amazed 
at the disruption of work since 
almost everyone in the office (which 
was not small) stopped work to 
greet him. After a few repetitions 
of such occurrences at other clients’ 
offices, I was no longer amazed; 
I had a better understanding of the 
general feeling of high regard in 
which he was held. 

There would be little point in 
describing Mr. Pugh’s accounting 
ability. When his day’s work was 
finished, he generally relaxed in 
the enjoyment of good food, 
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pleasant surroundings and friendly 
visits. I was happy to hear that he 
passed away in his sleep; as he 
lived, so he died. His spirit will 
always be with us. 

PRICE G. RIGHTER. 





Fortunate is the man whose 
youthful admirations are not 
dimmed by passing years. As an 
undergraduate at Swarthmore, al- 
most two score years ago, I came 
to know Joe Pugh and to admire 
him. Years of association have 
only deepened the lustre of that 
admiration. 

Time shall not dim the memory 
of his wise counsel, his kindly smile, 
his generous heart and his fatherly 
hand, so strong yet so gentle, on 
our shoulder in time of need. 

FRED C. DENNIS. 





Just about thirty years ago when 
I was seeking employment as office 
boy in our Philadelphia office, I 
had my first opportunity to meet 
with Mr. Pugh. The initial over- 
powering impression of his physique 
soon gave way to a forced recog- 
nition, even by a youngster, of the 
presence of a mind and a heart 
even greater in comparative size. 
The days of an office boy are not 
always bright and cheerful, par- 
ticularly in a large organization 
where the duties and chores of the 
job necessitate the consideration of 
the whims and comforts of many 
people. Even those days, however, 
were brightened by the under- 


standing and sympathetic con- 
sideration of Joseph M. Pugh. 

Later, as staff work brought me 
into closer contact with and gave 
me an even fuller appreciation of 
the man, I came to know the dedi- 
cation and the sincerity of purpose 
of this early leader in the profession 
of public accounting. As time 
progressed and as the awesome 
designation Mr. Pugh gave way to 
a most respectful “J. M.” and 
finally to an affectionate “Uncle 
Joe’’, there continued to grow the 
realization of the true importance 
of this man. 

It is not often that nature com- 
bines in one individual, as it did 
in Joseph M. Pugh, the capabilities, 
the understanding, the sympathy 
and at the same time the almost 
invariable good humor that en- 
deared him to us. While the early 
serious efforts of the firm to estab- 
lish itself and the many problems 
that were faced are well known to 
most of us, it is probable that the 
most lasting recollections we will 
have of the tales of those early 
days are the humorous anecdotes, 
never malicious and generally self- 
implicating that Joseph M. Pugh 
has told us. 

While we have all lost an ex- 
tremely valuable associate and 
while we have all lost one who has 
proven to be a friend when friends 
were necessary, many of us have 
also lost an inspirational example 
of a dedication to human fellowship. 

MARK E. RICHARDSON. 
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A Tribute to Joseph M. Pugh from the 
Philadelphia Staff and Office 


The news of Mr. Pugh’s passing 
was a shock to the Philadelphia 
organization as it was but a few 
days before that he announced he 
was leaving for ‘““The Beeches’ to 
spend a few weeks. 

Mr. Pugh, or “Uncle Joe’’, as he 
was affectionately called by some 
of the old-timers around the office, 
was really a big man, with a heart 
proportionate to his body. Many 
of our present staff members may 
recall the emergency bank engage- 
ment which was commenced on 
the morning of December 24, 1931. 
Mr. Pugh was the partner in charge 
and was right on the job, notwith- 
standing that it was Christmas Eve. 
He, together with the staff mem- 
bers, telephoned home explaining 
that it was necessary to work. At 
about 9:00 P.M. he was asked to 
go home, but refused, saying he 
would not go home and leave the 
men working whose kiddies were 
expecting Santa Claus. He had 
Christmas breakfast with several 
of us at Childs’ restaurant. 

Upon the passing of Mr. Adam 
A. Ross, Mr. Pugh took charge of 
the financial work which had been 
under the charge of Mr. Ross. He 
was a frequent visitor to the offices 
of clients and had the respect of 
both the officials and their staffs. 
He made it a practice, when 


possible, to accompany the mem- 
bers of the staff on the first day 
of an engagement and he was often 
seen performing such chores as 
writing requests for confirmation 
of loans or customers’ accounts. 

For years, he drove to the office 
from his home in Haverford and 
when going through Fairmount 
Park never failed to wave his hand 
in a friendly greeting to each park 
guard as he passed them. 

Mr. Pugh kept in close touch 
with the members of his class and 
fraternity at Swarthmore College. 
That class included such men as 
the late William C. Sproul, who 
became Governor of the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania, and A. 
Mitchell Palmer, who served as 
Alien Property Custodian during 
the First World War. 

He was very proud of his family 
and was most happy when his two 
sons passed the State Board exami- 
nation. 

To those of us who have been 
associated with Mr. Pugh for many 
years, it is the passing of a personal 
friend. 

FREDERICK MARTIN. 


It was with the deepest of sorrow 
that I learned of the sudden passing 
(Continued on page 15) 
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Tributes to Joseph Meredith Pugh from the 
Accountancy Profession, Clients and Others* 


*The excerpts given below are from some of the many communications 


received by Mrs. Pugh and our Firm. 


AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF 
ACCOUNTANTS 


Excerpt from letter to the Firm: 


I am deeply grieved to learn of 
the death of Joe Pugh. I feel that 
I knew him quite well and always 
enjoyed seeing him. He was very 
kind and cooperative during my 
early days with the Institute, and 
I have always regarded him as an 
outstanding man. 


PENNSYLVANIA INSTITUTE OF 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTANTS 


Excerpt from letter to Mrs. Pugh: 


The officers and Council of the 
Institute desire to express our 
sorrow and feeling of loss at the 
passing of our associate and your 
husband, Joseph M. Pugh, on May 
28, 1952. 

Mr. Pugh was one of the early 
members of the Institute and served 
it long not only as a member but as 
president and secretary. He was 
revered and honored in the pro- 
fession. 

Please accept our deep sympathy. 


PHILADELPHIA CHAPTER 
PENNSYLVANIA INSTITUTE OF 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTANTS 


Excerpt from letter to Mrs. Pugh: 


The officers and Executive Com- 
mittee of the Philadelphia Chapter, 
Pennsylvania Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants note with deep 
sorrow the death of your husband. 
Mr. Pugh was held in high esteem 
as a member of our organization 
and was recognized as a leader 
throughout the accounting world. 
In addition, he was well known 
and respected for his work in the 
fields of business. He was active 
in the advancement of accounting 
education and was regarded as a 
leader in community affairs. 

Mr. Pugh contributed much in 
the work of public service including 
acting as a member of the Penn- 
sylvania Board of Examiners for 
the examination of accountants for 
the degree of Certified Public Ac- 
countant from 1919 to 1931 and 
served as President of the Pennsyl- 
vania Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants from 1917 to 1919. 

Please allow us td express our 
heartfelt sympathy to you at this 
time of such great loss. 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
Cost ACCOUNTANTS 
Excerpt from letter to the Firm: 

Thank you for your letter of 
May 28 telling us about the death 
of your associate Mr. Joseph M. 
Pugh. I had already heard about 
it as I had met Prior Sinclair yes- 
terday at a meeting. I know that 
it is a great loss to the firm. 

As you indicated in your bio- 
graphical sketch of him, he joined 
NACA in the early days and 
carried his membership for a period 
of thirty years. His continuing 
interest in NACA over so many 
years is an indication of his concern 
for the Association. 





JOSEPH BANCROFT & Sons Co. 


Letter from W. R. MacIntyre, Presi- 
dent, to the Firm: 

It is with deep regret that I learn 
of the death of Mr. Joseph M. 
Pugh, and, with the other officers 
of our Company, extend to you 
sincere sympathy, knowing the 
sorrow you must feel at the loss of 
a partner of such high integrity 
and sound judgment in the conduct 
of the affairs of your firm. 





SNELLENBURGS 


Letter from Anthony E. Morales, 
Controller, to the Firm: 


It was with deep regret that I 
learned of the passing of your es- 
teemed partner, Mr. Joseph M. 
Pugh. 

I offer my sincerest condolences. 








WYTHEVILLE KNITTING MILLs, 
INC. 
Letter from R. C. Weitzel, President, 
to the Firm: 

It was with deep regret that we 
learned of the passing of your 
esteemed partner, Mr. Joseph M. 
Pugh. We know how very much 
you will miss a man of his fine 
character and ability, and extend 
our sympathy to you and your 
entire organization. 





FLETCHER WORKS INCORPORATED 


Letter from W. H. Rometsch, Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, to the Firm: 

We extend our sincere sympathy 
to you in the loss of your Partner, 
Mr. Joseph M. Pugh. 

The writer very well remembers 
Mr. Pugh’s help and guidance in 
connection with our financial prob- 
blems over the years. 





CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF 
GREATER PHILADELPHIA 


Letter from Hugh B. Hester, Execu- 
tive Vice President, to the Firm: 
Any words at my command are 
wholly inadequate to express our 
heartfelt sympathy in the great 
loss you have sustained in the death 
of Mr. Joseph M. Pugh. 

Although I did not know Mr. 
Pugh personally, I knew of him by 
reputation, and he was held in the 
highest regard. 

I am sure his passing will be 
greatly felt among his associates. 
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A Tribute from the Philadelphia Staff and Office 


(Continued from page 11) 


away of Mr. Pugh, the man with 
many friends and loved by all of 
them. 

It was my privilege through my 
secretarial duties to come to know 
him well, and he was certainly a 
man for whom one’s affection 
steadily grew the better he was 
known. His sudden passing was 
all the more shocking because 


when he left the office on May 19th 
for a two-weeks vacation at “The 
Beeches’’, he was in his usual good 
spirits and seemingly good health. 


He had a marvelous sense of 
humor and I shall miss his “‘pleasan- 
tries’ very much. 


MADELINE C. MOESINGER. 
(Secretary to Mr. Pugh.) 


CRY G7 
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